SEIZE OPPORTUNITIES TO SERVE GOD

Key Verse:
Ephesians 2:10

10 For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand so that we would walk in them.

1. Distressing Circumstances
A. Despairing Situation

Nehemiah 1:1-3

Nehemiah’s Grief for the Exiles

 1 The words of Nehemiah the son of Hacaliah. Now it happened in the month Chislev, in the twentieth year, while I was in Susa the  capitol, 2 that Hanani, one of my brothers, and  some men from Judah came; and I asked them concerning the Jews who had escaped and had survived the captivity, and about Jerusalem. 3 They said to me, “The remnant there in the province who survived the captivity are in great distress and reproach, and the wall of Jerusalem is broken down and its gates are burned with fire.”


B.  Determined Response

Nehemiah 1:4-11
 4 When I heard these words, I sat down and wept and mourned for days; and I was fasting and praying before the God of heaven.
11 O Lord, I beseech You, may Your ear be attentive to the prayer of Your servant and the prayer of Your servants who delight to [c]revere Your name, and make Your servant successful today and grant him compassion before this man.”

   Now I was the cupbearer to the king.

2.  Divine Opportunity

A. Bold Action

Nehemiah 2:1-5
4 Then the king said to me, “What would you request?” So I prayed to the God of heaven. 5 I said to the king, “If it please the king, and if your servant has found favor before you, send me to Judah, to the city of my fathers’ tombs, that I may rebuild it.”
B. Favor Obtained
Nehemiah 2:6-8
8 and a letter to Asaph the keeper of the king’s forest, that he may give me timber to make beams for the gates of the fortress which is by the [a]temple, for the wall of the city and for the house to which I will go.” And the king granted them to me because the good hand of my God was on me.

3. Well-Prepared Plan

A. Challenges Assessed
Nehemiah 2:9-16
13 So I went out at night by the Valley Gate in the direction of the Dragon’s Well and on to the [d]Refuse Gate, inspecting the walls of Jerusalem which were broken down and its gates which were consumed by fire. 
B. Plan of Action Pursued
Nehemiah 2:17-18
18 I told them how the hand of my God had been favorable to me and also about the king’s words which he had spoken to me. Then they said, “Let us arise and build.” So they put their hands to the good work. 
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MONDAY:
Serve Where You Are
Genesis 40:1-15

1 Then it came about after these things, the cupbearer and the baker for the king of Egypt offended their lord, the king of Egypt. 2 Pharaoh was furious with his two officials, the chief cupbearer and the chief baker. 3 So he put them in confinement in the house of the captain of the bodyguard, in the jail, the same place where Joseph was imprisoned. 4 The captain of the bodyguard put Joseph in charge of them, and he took care of them; and they were in confinement for some time. 5 Then the cupbearer and the baker for the king of Egypt, who were confined in jail, both had a dream the same night, each man with his own dream and each dream with its own interpretation. 6 When Joseph came to them in the morning and observed them, behold , they were dejected. 7 He asked Pharaoh's officials who were with him in confinement in his master's house, "Why are your faces so sad today?" 8 Then they said to him, "We have had a dream and there is no one to interpret it." Then Joseph said to them, "Do not interpretations belong to God? Tell it to me, please." 
9 So the chief cupbearer told his dream to Joseph, and said to him, "In my dream, behold , there was a vine in front of me; 10 and on the vine were three branches. And as it was budding, its blossoms came out, and its clusters produced ripe grapes. 11 "Now Pharaoh's cup was in my hand; so I took the grapes and squeezed them into Pharaoh's cup, and I put the cup into Pharaoh's hand ." 12 Then Joseph said to him, "This is the interpretation of it: the three branches are three days; 13 within three more days Pharaoh will lift up your head and restore you to your office ; and you will put Pharaoh's cup into his hand according to your former custom when you were his cupbearer. 14 "Only keep me in mind when it goes well with you, and please do me a kindness by mentioning me to Pharaoh and get me out of this house. 15 "For I was in fact kidnapped from the land of the Hebrews, and even here I have done nothing that they should have put me into the dungeon ." 

TUESDAY:
Strategically Placed
Esther 4:6-17

6 So Hathach went out to Mordecai to the city square in front of the king's gate. 7 Mordecai told him all that had happened to him, and the exact amount of money that Haman had promised to pay to the king's treasuries for the destruction of the Jews. 8 He also gave him a copy of the text of the edict which had been issued in Susa for their destruction, that he might show Esther and inform her, and to order her to go in to the king to implore his favor and to plead with him for her people. 9 Hathach came back and related Mordecai's words to Esther. 10 Then Esther spoke to Hathach and ordered him to reply to Mordecai: 11 "All the king's servants and the people of the king's provinces know that for any man or woman who comes to the king to the inner court who is not summoned, he has but one law, that he be put to death, unless the king holds out to him the golden scepter so that he may live. And I have not been summoned to come to the king for these thirty days." 12 They related Esther's words to Mordecai. 
13 Then Mordecai told them to reply to Esther, "Do not imagine that you in the king's palace can escape any more than all the Jews. 14 "For if you remain silent at this time, relief and deliverance will arise for the Jews from another place and you and your father's house will perish. And who knows whether you have not attained royalty for such a time as this?" 
Esther Plans to Intercede
15 Then Esther told them to reply to Mordecai, 16 "Go, assemble all the Jews who are found in Susa, and fast for me; do not eat or drink for three days, night or day. I and my maidens also will fast in the same way. And thus I will go in to the king, which is not according to the law; and if I perish, I perish." 17 So Mordecai went away and did just as Esther had commanded him. 
WEDNESDAY:
Commit Your Plans to God
Proverbs 16:1-3, 9

  1 The plans of the heart belong to man, But the answer of the tongue is from the LORD. 2 All the ways of a man are clean in his own sight, But the LORD weighs the motives . 3 Commit your works to the LORD, And your plans will be established. 

9 The mind of man plans his way, But the LORD directs his steps. 

THURSDAY:
Heed Divine Direction
Acts 16:6-10

6 And these they brought before the apostles; and after praying, they laid their hands on them. 7 The word of God kept on spreading; and the number of the disciples continued to increase greatly in Jerusalem, and a great many of the priests were becoming obedient to the faith. 8 And Stephen, full of grace and power, was performing great wonders and signs among the people. 9 But some men from what was called the Synagogue of the Freedmen, including both Cyrenians and Alexandrians, and some from Cilicia and Asia , rose up and argued with Stephen. 10 But they were unable to cope with the wisdom and the Spirit with which he was speaking. 

FRIDAY:
Do Good to All People
Romans 12:9-21

9 Let love be without hypocrisy. Abhor what is evil; cling to what is good. 10 Be devoted to one another in brotherly love; give preference to one another in honor; 11 not lagging behind in diligence, fervent in spirit, serving the Lord; 12 rejoicing in hope, persevering in tribulation, devoted to prayer, 13 contributing to the needs of the saints , practicing hospitality. 14 Bless those who persecute you ; bless and do not curse. 15 Rejoice with those who rejoice, and weep with those who weep. 16 Be of the same mind toward one another; do not be haughty in mind, but associate with the lowly. Do not be wise in your own estimation. 17 Never pay back evil for evil to anyone. Respect what is right in the sight of all men. 18 If possible, so far as it depends on you, be at peace with all men. 19 Never take your own revenge, beloved, but leave room for the wrath of God, for it is written, "VENGEANCE IS MINE, I WILL REPAY," says the Lord. 20 "BUT IF YOUR ENEMY IS HUNGRY, FEED HIM, AND IF HE IS THIRSTY, GIVE HIM A DRINK; FOR IN SO DOING YOU WILL HEAP BURNING COALS ON HIS HEAD." 21 Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good. 

SATURDAY:
Don’t Fear Doing Good
1 Peter 3:13-17

13 Who is there to harm you if you prove zealous for what is good? 14 But even if you should suffer for the sake of righteousness, you are blessed. AND DO NOT FEAR THEIR INTIMIDATION, AND DO NOT BE TROUBLED, 15 but sanctify Christ as Lord in your hearts, always being ready to make a defense to everyone who asks you to give an account for the hope that is in you, yet with gentleness and reverence ; 16 and keep a good conscience so that in the thing in which you are slandered, those who revile your good behavior in Christ will be put to shame. 17 For it is better, if God should will it so, that you suffer for doing what is right rather than for doing what is wrong. 
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Learning Objectives:
 1. Recognize that successfully going through difficult times requires an active faith in God.
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2. Acknowledge that we must walk through the doorway that God provides in order to overcome difficulties.
_________________________________________________________________________________
3. Seek God for wisdom in finding and following His plan to serve Him faithfully.

Prayer requests:
______________________________________________________
___________________________
 Learning Objectives:
 1. Recognize that successfully going through difficult times requires an active faith in God.
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2. Acknowledge that we must walk through the doorway that God provides in order to overcome difficulties.
_________________________________________________________________________________
3. Seek God for wisdom in finding and following His plan to serve Him faithfully.

Prayer requests:
______________________________________________________
___________________________
Learning Objectives:
 1. Recognize that successfully going through difficult times requires an active faith in God.
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2. Acknowledge that we must walk through the doorway that God provides in order to overcome difficulties.
_________________________________________________________________________________
3. Seek God for wisdom in finding and following His plan to serve Him faithfully.

Prayer requests:
______________________________________________________
___________________________
Learning Objectives:
 1. Recognize that successfully going through difficult times requires an active faith in God.
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2. Acknowledge that we must walk through the doorway that God provides in order to overcome difficulties.
_________________________________________________________________________________
3. Seek God for wisdom in finding and following His plan to serve Him faithfully.

Prayer requests:
______________________________________________________
___________________________
image1.jpeg




